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Dear Future Africa Community,

The past few months have marked a period of steady progress and meaningful engagement
for Future Africa. As a pan-African platform committed to supporting transformative research
and collaboration, we have been privileged to contribute to key conversations and initiatives
that are shaping Africa’s future in a rapidly changing world.

In this edition, we share some of the work we've been part of, from hosting Africa Week 2025,
which brought together African and global science leaders, to our involvement in shaping
initiatives such as the STI Leaders Forum, the Lancet Countdown Africa Centre, and the

Mapungubwe Science Mission.

We also reflect on our continued commitment to transdisciplinary research, spotlight our first
artist-in-residence, and share updates from our One Health Challenge Domain.

We invite you to explore these stories below, and more, on our
Thank you for being part of our community and for continuing to support our mission.

Kind regards,
The Future Africa Team

Reimagining Global Security: Highlights from Africa Week 2025

From 25 to 30 May, Future Africa hosted Africa Week 2025, the University of Pretoria’s flagship
science leadership summit. Organised in partnership with the National Research Foundation
(NRF) and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI), the event brought
together African and global leaders for high-level dialogue under the theme Global Security,
Global Africa.

Challenging narrow, militarised views of security, the summit explored a broader set of
interconnected threats, from climate disruption and food insecurity to knowledge sovereignty
and economic instability. Framed by four guiding questions: Where are we at? What is at stake?
What will it take? What about Africa? Africa Week 2025 made a clear call:

The continent must leverage its strengths, act collectively, and assert its role in shaping global futures.
The future will be defined not by what Africa lacks, but by how it chooses to lead.

Explore the curated articles and reflections below to revisit the themes, ideas and outcomes
that emerged during Africa Week 2025.

Africa Week 2025 opens with call for justice, innovation and unity

Africa Week 2025 ignites dialogue for future sustainability

Africa’s food insecurity is a global security issue

Africa must fund its own future, or risk falling behind

Africa’s climate future depends on homegrown, just solutions

The hidden violence of conservation and the case for socio-ecological reparations
Africa Week 2025 closing session calls for political agency, unity and strategic leverage
Universities are key for Africa’s ‘strategic autonomy’ — Habib

From Brain Gain to Brain Drain: The Cost of Undermining U.S. Higher Education

News and Milestones

7, — e Future Africa to host new Lancet
Future Africa to lead science Countdown Africa Centre for
mission for Mapungubwe revival Climate-Health research

Meet Dr Nicola Grobler - Ft
Africa’s Artist-in-Residence
bridging Art and Science

This innovative residency
merges art, science, and public
engagement. Dr Grobler's
creative exploration of bats
invites us to rethink how we
communicate research and
ecological consciousness...

Led by Future Africa research
chair, Prof Maano
Ramutsindela, the mission is
one of twelve global pilot
science missions selected by
the ISC to accelerate
sustainability solutions...

Under the leadership of Prof
Tafadzwa Mabhaudhi, Future
Africa will serve as home to the
new Lancet Countdown Africa
Regional Centre, strengthening
African science-policy linkages
in the climate-health space...
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Rethinking sustainability from Future Africa helps establish New issue of One Health Focus

Africa- Future Africa public forum to advance Africa’s explores environmental health
lecture scientific influence dimensions

Sustainability has become the
mantra of our time, but in
reality there cannot be a one-
size-fits-all approach. We need
variations of sustainability so
that we speak of
“sustainabilities”...

If sustainability science is to move beyond
inherited binaries, it must open itself to
imagination, poetics, and African cosmologies.

A new forum of African STI
leaders, launched by Future
Africa and CREST, aims to
amplify the continent’s voice in
global science by linking key
science and policy institutions
across Africa...

A critical and often overlooked
dimension of health,
environmental health plays a
central role in shaping the
interconnections between
animal, plant, and human well-
being...

What does it take to create environments where
transdisciplinary research can flourish?

Watch the latest Transdisciplinary dialogues exploring the pleasure of transgressing borders
through the poetics of space and time and enabling environments for TD research.

info@futureafrica.science
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Stay connected and engage with us


https://up.evlink9.net/public/messages/view-online/Rp4YGhrwX0YxIxeW/CLIWCU6gqYznzwa7/
http://www.futureafrica.science/
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https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20250528180219383
https://atkinson.cornell.edu/blog/from-brain-gain-to-brain-drain-the-cost-of-undermining-u-s-higher-education/
https://www.futureafrica.science/blog/news/future-africa-up-hosts-art-residency-on-bats-and-human-animal-connection/
https://www.futureafrica.science/blog/news/future-africa-to-lead-science-mission-for-mapungubwe-revival/
https://www.futureafrica.science/blog/news/future-africa-hosts-new-lancet-countdown-africa-centre-for-climate-health-research/
https://www.futureafrica.science/blog/news/there-cannot-be-a-global-one-size-fits-all-approach-to-sustainability-future-africa-public-lecture-hears/
https://www.futureafrica.science/blog/news/future-africa-and-crest-launch-sti-leaders-forum-to-strengthen-africas-voice-in-global-science/
https://www.futureafrica.science/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/One-Health-Focus-Newsletter-April-2025.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gevysEZyjhU
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